
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic: 
Information About Criminal and Juvenile Appellate Cases

 in the Fourth District Court of Appeal and Beyond
— Rev. April 2020 — 

California Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response

California Judicial Branch News Stream

California Rules of Court

Appendix I, effective April 6, 2020, sets out Emergency Rules Related to COVID-19.

Superior Courts

Imperial County Superior Court: closure and reduced operations.

Inyo County Superior Court: reduced operations.

Orange County Superior Court: closed to the public and reduced operations.

Riverside County Superior Court: closed, but hearing limited emergency matters.

San Bernardino County Superior Court: closed, but hearing limited emergency matters.

San Diego County Superior Court: closed, but hearing limited emergency matters.

Fourth District Court of Appeal

The clerk’s offices in all three divisions remain open with limited services.

Emergency Order, filed March 20, 2020, grants an automatic 30-day extension for any act

permitted or required by the California Rules of Court, when the deadline occurs

between March 19, 2020, through and including April 18, 2020. This order was amended

by a clarifying order filed April 9, 2020. It was extended for an additional 30 days by

order of April 15, 2020, to cover events occurring between April 19 through and

including May 18, 2020.

 Misc. Order 041620, filed April 16, 2020, specifies that the extension of the emergency order

filed April 15, 2020 (link in preceding paragraph), does not apply to Fourth District

dependency appeals and writs. The normal rules determine filing deadlines. This policy

includes both fast-track (rule 8.416) and non-fast-track (rule 8.412) dependency cases. 

 Misc. Order 032020-B suspends in-person oral arguments. Divisions One and Three offer

conference calls instead. Counsel should ask the clerk’s office for guidance in Division

Two. The court’s website says it will continue to live-stream oral argument sessions.
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California Supreme Court

The clerk’s office is open. 

Oral argument, in which counsel will appear remotely, will occur in San Francisco.

TrueFiling is expanded to briefs on the merits in review-granted cases and related filings. Paper

copies should not be submitted.

Emergency Order, filed March 20, 2020, grants an automatic 30-day extension for any act

required in the Supreme Court by the California Rules of Court, when the deadline

occurs between March 20, 2020, through and including April 20, 2020.  This order was

amended by a clarifying order filed April 10, 2020. Consult the court’s website for

updates.

Federal courts for Fourth District cases 

United States District Court, Southern District of California

United States District Court, Central District of California

United States District Court, Eastern District of California 

United States Court of Appeals  for the Ninth Circuit

United States Supreme Court

Building is closed to the public, but it is open for business.

Order filed March 19, 2020, inter alia, extends the deadline by which to file a petition for writ of

certiorari to 150 days from the date of the lower court judgment, order denying

discretionary review, or order denying a timely petition for rehearing. See Rules 13.1

and 13.3. The order remains in effect until further order of the court.

COVID-19 and CDCR

Governor’s executive order N-36-20, issued March 24, 2020.  This order, inter alia, suspends

intake into CDCR and DJJ facilities for 30 days. It directs the Board of Parole Hearings to

suspend in-person parole hearings and to develop videoconferencing for these hearings.

CDCR and DJJ have canceled normal visiting until further notice.

Other California Appellate Projects (Project websites)

FDAP Pandemic Information and Resources

CAP-LA COVID-19 page

CCAP COVID-19 ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://www.courts.ca.gov/supremecourt.htm
https://newsroom.courts.ca.gov/news/supreme-court-of-california-amends-oral-argument-procedures-in-response-to-covid-19
https://newsroom.courts.ca.gov/news/supreme-court-of-california-amends-oral-argument-procedures-in-response-to-covid-19
https://newsroom.courts.ca.gov/news/california-supreme-court-expands-electronic-filing-in-response-to-covid-19-pandemic
https://newsroom.courts.ca.gov/internal_redirect/cms.ipressroom.com.s3.amazonaws.com/262/files/20202/Supreme%20Court%20Order%203.20.20.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/admin-2020-04-10_order-regarding_extensions_of_time_in_supreme_court.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/supremecourt.htm
https://www.casd.uscourts.gov/covid19.aspx
https://www.cacd.uscourts.gov/
http://www.caed.uscourts.gov/caednew/
https://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/031920zr_d1o3.pdf
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.24.20-EO-N-36-20.pdf
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/visitors/
http://www.adi-sandiego.com/panel/ca_legal_projects.asp
https://sites.google.com/fdap.org/fdap2020pandemicinfo/home
http://cap-la.org/covid19
https://www.capcentral.org/resources/enews_announce_covid19.asp

